
June 19th 2017  

Seabrook Beach Civic Association Meeting 

 

President Phyllis Farfaras introduced guest speaker, Town Assessor Angela Silva, to approximately 60 members of the 

Seabrook Beach Village District. 

 

Ms. Silva handed out a copy of her talking points and a spread sheet analysis of the beach .  

 

Phyllis Farfaras facilitated a Q & A exchange 

 

Chris (Franklin St.) 

Q:  Are there properties exempt from having to get flood insurance? 

A:  The flood zone is being considered when assessing properties at the beach. (An audience member chimed in to say that 

flood insurance is not required if you don't have a mortgage on your house.) 

 

Rossi (Franklin St.) 

Q: Assessments have gone up at the beach.  Why have taxes gone up, too? 

A: Commercial properties didn't change a lot.  During re-evaluation they saw enough sales at the beach go up. The tax revenue 

is calculated by budget, assessments, & revenue. We lost a lot of money from the power plant. 

 

Q: Why can't non-residents at the beach vote? 

A:  It's a law. (Phyllis added that voting is not a job responsibility of the assessor and that the place to address that question is at 

the town hall or at a selectmen's meeting.) 

Sheila (Manchester St.) 

 

Q:  I just got a letter in my mailbox saying that my flood insurance is going up.  I thought that was only going to happen for 

part-time "residents?" 

A:  We'll send out letters asking for flood insurance bills to know what people are paying.  If you don't have a mortgage, then 

you don't have to have it. If your home is above a certain height, then you probably don't need it. 

 

Jim (Portsmouth Ave.) 

Q: When assessing multi-family homes, how does it affect the value of the land? 



A:  Multi-family homes do not add value to the assessment. 

 

Q: When they do an assessment state-wide, do they change the method? 

 

A: It's done the same way, but w/ consideration of new building replacement costs & depreciation tables. 

Rossi (Franklin St.) 

Q: Is there a lot-by-lot adjustment? 

A: No, the beach is cut into 7 different codes 

Q: Are lots like the ones on Groveland St. w/ public walkways worth more? 

A: No. On other streets you still only have to walk 3 to 4 houses to the left or right.  Franklin, Concord and Pembroke streets do 

not have public beach access @ the end of their street. 

 

Woman (Portsmouth Ave.)  

Q: Is there a consideration in home value when a home is near the highway? 

A: Portsmouth Ave. is its own neighborhood.  It's a busy street, but it's not a highway.  The state likes as few neighborhoods as 

possible when assessing towns.  

 

Donna (Ocean Blvd) 

Q: In the BHW neighborhood, why is one condo assessed less than on the other side of 1A? 

A: One was in mint condition whereas the other (builder's) home was not kept up at all. 

 

Jim (Portsmouth Ave.) 

Q: Why was there a need for a re-assessment? 

A: To check records, find measurement errors and to correct things (including industrial areas). 

 

Phyllis (Ocean Blvd.) 

Q: If the Assessor's Office sends a postcard out to see your home and you're not available, then what happens? 

A: We'll ask you to verify the information on the card (especially the interior) and we need to ask you some questions.  

Q: Is the power plant in the midst of negotiating an extension?  

A: Yes, and the power plant is factored into the assessment & we plan to get the extension.  

 

Tom (Ashland St.) 

Q: Educate me on how the home value changes with land.  

A: The price from sales give you an abstracted land value (to use as a guideline). 

 

Connie (Franklin St.) 



Q: Why does one house on Portsmouth Ave. have a value of $268k and another have a value of $353 - both w/ 5000  

square feet? 

A: Probably b/c they are old sales and not updated. 

 

Jan (Dracut St.) 

Q: What are you looking  @ in the interior of houses? 

A: If the number of bedrooms and bathrooms are correct. If there is central AC, etc. 

 

Vickie (Atlantic Ave.)  

Q: How do you distinguish an average-good-&-excellent home? 

A: An average home is kept up & in decent shape. A good home has a new roof, siding, etc. An excellent house has all new-

everything. 

 

Chris (Franklin Ave.) 

Q: How do you get a certification of elevation? 

A: You need to go through a surveying company and it costs about $1k. 

 


