
Seabrook Beach Civic Association 

July 16, 2018      Meeting Minutes 

A Seabrook Beach Civic Association public meeting was held on Monday July 16, 2018 

Phyllis Farfaras, SBCA President, facilitated a Question and Answering exchange w/ the guest speaker panel:  

 President Phyllis Farfaras introduced guest speakers Town Manager Bill Manzi, Selectman Ella Brown,  Selectman 
Aboul Khan,  Selectman Theresa Kyle, retiring Chief of Police Michael Gallagher and Deputy Chief of Police Brett 
Walker. 
 
Town Manager Manzi explained that they would not give any speeches.. they were all there to collect questions, 
statements , problem areas and solutions.  
 
Police Chief Gallagher: I’m retiring after 29 years at the Seabrook Police Department (having held every position) & 
prior to that it was military services. 
 
Gary (Lawrence St.) 
Q: I’ve been asking for a few years now to have a handrail on the Lawrence Street beach access path. What’s the 
status on that? 
A: Town Manager Manzi : Not everyone is in agreement on whether it’s needed. 
A: Selectman Kyle: There are rules of what can and cannot be on the beach since the ocean-front home owners 
changed ownership over to the town. Things started getting out of control w/ kids swinging on the rails, etc.  
Gary: We should have a handrail if a path meets a certain criteria. 
Town Manager Manzi : We need some policy direction on that. 
 
Frank Leone Jr. (Atlantic Ave.) 
Q: Can we put a containment method on the garbage truck to prevent odors? 
A: Town Manager Manzi: We’ll do the best we can and can ask about it. 
 
Ed David (Manchester St.) 
Q: At the last meeting we discussed the water and sewer in the town of Seabrook. Where does that stand? 
A: Town Manager Manzi: This board concluded a study on it and the board has recognized a $2 million (mostly 
subsidized sewer & some water) amount.  
We will have a August 27th night meeting to present options to the public about getting to zero subsidy.  
 
Richard Dyer (Portsmouth Ave.) 
Q: As a 25 year home-owner, as long as tires are parked off the pavement by the street, then we wouldn’t get a 
ticket, but now you can? 
A: Police Chief Gallagher: Call the Seabrook Police Department this seek and explain it to me and we’ll take a look at 
it. 
 
Kevin Horgan (Newbury Street) 
Q: I’ve been here 50 years and this year the motorcycle noises, speeding, etc., is getting out of hand at the beach. 
What can you do about it? 
A: Police Chief Gallagher: The police hesitate with the enforcement of motorcycle noise b/c it’s difficult for law 
enforcement to take action b/c you need a decibel reader & it’s a legal process. 
 
Phyllis Farfaras (Ocean Blvd.) 
Q: Many times I’ve tried to go to restaurants, etc., on a Sunday night or over the weekend and people don’t bother 



to stop at the light on Hooksett St. Is there any way to put a sign that says “do not block intersection” in order to 
get from one point to another? 
A: Police Chief Gallagher: 1A is a state road so we cannot post a sign there w/o permission from DOT.  
Phyllis: Are parking enforcers able to stand there to direct traffic? 
Police Chief Gallagher: No, they aren’t qualified. If you call us during peak hours, we will try to send someone out.  
 
No Name 
Q: Can Markeys and Browns hire someone to monitor their parking lot? 
A: Yes, and they have hired people in the past. 
 
Brian Gillis (Roma Lane) 
Q: There has been a sign w/ the motorcycle noise ordinance out on Rt. 286 before and that helped.  Can we get 
that back up?  
A: Police Chief Gallagher:  That’s great. Another department controls that and you can reach out to them. 

Jan Labrecque (Dracut St.) 
Q: I live on the corner of Dracut St. & 1A & there is a large hole in the corner of the street. Can you repair that hole? 
A: Police Chief  Gallagher: The DPW is making their way down... 
A:  Town Manager Manzi :We will look into it tomorrow.  
 
Larry Deshler (Ocean Drive) 
Q: Could I see a show of hands as to how many people would support the water increase now?  
A: Currently, $2mil of water & sewer is put on the tax rate to cover the cost.  If revenues are less, we may get a higher 
tax rate.  If there is close to $2mil subsidized, the tax rate will be lower. Should the water & sewer rate increase, then 
you have $2mil to spend. $2mil is a lot out of a $22mil budget.  At today’s rates & we left everything the same, w/ the 
average payment of around $40, you’d probably get to about $75. 
 
Don Hawkins (Atlantic Ave.) 
Q: How will water & sewer affect the Nuclear Power Plant? 
A:  Town Manager Manzi:There are 4 options and I’m in favor of option 2. 
 
Phyllis Farfaras (Ocean Blvd.) 
Q: To clarify from the selectmen’s meeting, 1 option is to pay for the amount used - is that one of the choices? 
A:  Town Manager Manzi :We currently pay on that basis now (on a volume basis). The rate changes now are not 
enough.  
 
Chuck Amore (Atlantic Ave.) 
Q: I counted 11 people fishing during the day. Someone is going to get hurt on a fishing hook.  Can you do 
something to prevent that? 
A: Police Chief Gallagher: We can’t always get police officers down to the beach.  We’ll talk to TM Manzi & the DPW 
John Starkey about putting signs up.  
 
Brian Gillis (Roma Lane) 
Comment: Surfing should stay legal - I have save more people on Seabrook Beach w/ a surfboard. 
 
Phyllis Farfaras (Ocean Blvd.) 
Q: What about patrolling dogs on the beach?  I saw 2 dogs that as large as horses walking at the beach. Who do we 
call? 
A: Police Chief Gallagher: An officer went out today onto the beach - just let an officer know. 
 
Dick Maguire (Ashland St.) 



Q: As a commissioner, I believe that the existence of the Seabrook Beach Village District  has been extremely 
helpful to this day. 
What are each of your feelings about the Seabrook Beach Village District (directed toward selectmen)? 
A: (Brown) I was raised and brought up here in town and to me, we’re all one town. Yes, you help, but I think the 
people in town should have a say what’s done at the beach.   
Commissioner Dick Maguire: What is it that you’re not in favor of? 
Ella Brown: Driveways at the beach should be 20 feet like they have in town.   
Commissioner Dick Maguire: The Seabrook Beach Village District has no authority on the length of a driveway, so not 
valid to the SBVD. 
 
Aboul Khan: I’m in my 10th year on the board and I’m running again for the 3rd time in November. I will not 
support the abolishment of the SBVD. It has worked for 70 years and it will work for the next 100 years. 
About the water, I want to handle it the right way (over 3 years - gradually) to give it “breathing room.”  

Theresa Kyle: I’m very happy that in 1945 an individual went to the state legislature to form the SBVD. It 
established zoning laws and the beach would not be the same w/o it.  The SBVD pays 45% of the town’s taxes. 
We’re not different than town.  We just have different zoning.   
As far as the water goes, take off the Band-Aid now and tax payers are subsidizing 2 departments b/c not all people 
are paying for what they use and should be.  
I would rather pay 10% more on water than 10% more on taxes.  There are a lot of agencies for the people who 
can’t pay.  Our water rates are the 2nd lowest in the state which is absolutely ridiculous. We just had an ecoli 
emergency and our town resolved it w/in 24 hours.  
 
Don Hawkins (Atlantic Ave.) 
Q: If the power plant pays 1/2 of our taxes and their water rate goes up, how will that impact us? 
A:  Town Manager Manzi: It’s not 1/2, but more like 32%. At one point, they paid 80%. I’d have to look at the numbers 
to sort it out. I think at the end of the day, we come out w/ more from Nextera.  

  

Ashland Street resident 

Q: We own property on Ashland St., but don’t live here.  Why don’t we have a right to use the dump? 

A:  Town Manager Manzi : Let’s leave the dump issue aside.  We have SBVD chairman Dick Maguire here to address 
this question.  

Commissioner Dick Maguire : It’s a fair issue to be raised at our next meeting, Monday, August 13th.  From there, it 
would have to be a warrant article.   

Commissioner Hawkins: Before you get ahead of yourself, the state controls the voting laws for everybody and 
requires you to be a NH resident to vote.  

Selectman Kyle: We have 2 issues, here.  1) Wrt the dump issue, I’m going to ask that the TM & board that you should 
get a dump-sticker as a tax-paying property owner.   

Richard Dyer of Portsmouth Ave. shared the same point of view as the Ashland St. resident. 

   

Chuck Amore (Atlantic Ave.) 



Q: I live here 6 months out of the year and want to know why not everyone can speak at annual SBCA meetings? 

Phyllis Farfaras (Ocean Blvd.)  

I’ve been going to the SBVD meetings since we moved here and we do have a voice.  You can go to the meeting in 
April at the Rec Center and speak up.   

Commissioner Dick Maguire: That is correct 

  

Commissioner Joe Giuffre (Dracut St.) 

I am one of the commissioners her along w/ Dick Maguire and Don Hawkins.  We tried to get the 20 ft. driveway 
enforced at the beach, but for some reason it got squashed.  

  

No Name 

Q: We agreed to put a pipe under the Rt. 286 bridge. Where does that stand? 

A:  Town Manager Manzi: It’s under review now.  It should be done this construction season. 

  

Same No Name 

Q: Voters approved a bond to build a wall down here by the harbor. Where does that stand? 

A:  Town Manager Manzi : There will be a federal grant sponsor.  There is a meeting with the engineering firm 
tomorrow.  

  

Commissioner Joe Giuffre expressed concern about losing the grant.   

Q: On the dredging scheduled for 2019, is there any progress on where the sand will be put and how clean it will 
be? 

A: I attended a preliminary meeting w/ TK w/ NH & ME state reps & the Army Corps, etc. The purpose of the meeting 
was to start the process of what they will do w/ the sand.  We don’t have any federal funding yet.  We will ask the 
surrounding communities if they want the sand. We’ll need public input on what should happen.   

   

Gayle Daley (Ocean Drive) 

Comment: Ashland Street has lost a lot of beach.  It was especially evident on the 4th of July.  We’re losing our end 
of the beach.  It needs to be emphasized that we need the sand.  Think about starting at Ashland Street and going 
down to Hooksett St. We need to take care of the beach before we lose it.   



Town Manager Manzi :  DPW John Starkey & I will come to your house to see it, ourselves.   

  

Lorraine Murphy 

Q: Do we have a water vessel in the water to rescue someone if needed? 

A:  Police Chief Gallagher:  Hampton does. 

Q: Now that Ocean Drive and Portsmouth Ave. are paved, cars are speeding by - can there be a consideration of 
speed bumps? 

A: Selectman Kyle: I think speed bumps are too high and should be lowered.   

  

Martha Buckley (Tilton St.) Request 

Tilton St. has a big mound of sand on it & it’s hard to get over it.  Please move the sand. 

  

Guest speakers were thanked for attending and remained for a short social gathering after the meeting. 

  

The door prize (a $25.00 gift certificate donated by  Beach Deck BBB) went to member Ruth Cleavall. 
 


