
A SBCA board & public meeting were held on Mon., Aug. 21, 2017 @ 6 and 7PM, respectively. 

Officers and board members in attendance: 

Phyllis Farfaras (President), Doris Sweet (Correspondence), Vickie Sawyer (Secretary), Roland Jacques 

(Treasurer), Peter Volpe Jr. (Membership Secretary), Frank Leone Jr. (Seabrook PD & FD Liaison), and Earl and 

Susan Spruce (American Flag Program). 

Dave Ritchie (Beautification) was only present at the public meeting.   

During the board meeting, the July 2017 meeting minutes were approved by Phyllis and other board members 

whom were present.  

The SBCA officers gave their reports and Phyllis named the guest speakers coming for the public meeting (see 

public meeting minutes below for details). 

 

Frank asked Phyllis about the whereabouts of the "O'Hara" bench. The bench was removed by the Bench 

Coordinator prior to the replacements parts being ordered. Unfortunately, the cement bench ends were not in 

production at the time at our distributor , Shea Concrete. . Phyllis  explained  that she would call the O'Haras 

and explain what had happened. 

Until such time that a Bench Coordinator is found, all bench questions should be sent directly to her. 

7:00PM 

Phyllis called to order the public meeting by welcoming those in attendance, leading the Pledge of 

Allegiance, and making some announcements.  

 

Roland (Treasurer) - Read the treasury report.  The balance on hand as of July 31, 2017 was $9025.00. 

 
Peter (Membership) - To date we have approx. 152 Members.  This number should be the final number for the 

year now that summer is over.  However, the board has agreed to continue accepting new members since the 

membership year does not close until December 31. 
 

Earl (Flags) - Shared how the flags are flying - still.  There were a few small repairs this season. The flags and 

poles will be taken down after Veteran's Day (Nov. 11). 

 

David (Beautification) Thanked those who watered the flower pots at the beach path entrances (contributing to 

a great flower season). As the summer season concludes, he will continue to trim the walkways and benches 

with the weed trimmer and will add one more treatment of plant fertilizer to all the planters.  All of the 

Seabrook Beach signs have been painted this summer.  David will add another coat of paint and caulking to the 

sign at Hooksett Street to preserve it for the winter. 

The flag at Rte. 286 will remain flying until November 11th.  The flag at Hooksett Street will remain as long as 

pleasant weather permits (I'm so close, I can take the flag down at a moments notice). 



Looking ahead to next year Dave would like to repeat the planters that are in service this year.  This summer he 

learned of a nursery in Byfield, MA, that has a wide variety at a very good price.  Dave will research various 

plants that are sun tolerant.  

David will continue with the normal projects that he did this season. 

 

David’s Grandson and helping with the sign as a young volunteer 

 

 

Frank (Seabrook FD & PD Liaison) - Gave Seabrook FD & PD reports. 

FD: There was a kitchen fire at Brown's Lobster Pound on Sunday. 

PD: Promoted "Coffee w/ a Cop" participation. 

Phyllis commented on how the new Portsmouth Regional Hospital Seabrook ER did an amazing job (w/in 5 

minutes, the person was evaluated and transferred to PRH). 

Phyllis announced that she would like to fill the following positions: 

1) Vice President 

2) Sand Castle Organizer 

3) Newsletter Editor (someone to put already-obtained information together) 

 

The SBCA website will be up to date for the year by the end of September. 

 

Phyllis introduced the guest speakers: Members of the Seabrook Beach Village District Dick Maguire 

(Commissioner); Don Hawkins (Commissioner & Recording Secretary); Joe Giuffre (Commissioner); and Mike 

Rurak (Treasurer) 



 

Commissioners Don Hawkins, Joe Giuffre, Dick Maguire 

 

Dick Maguire reviewed the Seabrook Beach Village District (SBVD) handout w/ talking points    

 

Mr. Maguire listed the commissioners and their roles.  

 

There is talk of the state legislature taking away the Seabrook Beach Village District's ability to have their own 

zoning (initiated by Jason Janvrin).  Maguire will have a discussion w/ Janvrin to learn "why."  

Mr. Maguire shared a map of the SBVD.  

A Q&A session followed 

 

 

 

Earl (Ocean Blvd.)  

Q: Is Cross Beach Rd. in the Seabrook Beach Village District?  

A: No 

 



Don Hawkins answered a question he frequently receives, "What is the SBVD's role vs. the town?" 

There is a lot of confusion as to who has what responsibilities. The SBVD, Seabrook PD & FD, etc. - decided 

against implementing the SBVD zoning along w/ the town's zoning, but the town could also vote to take away 

the zoning from the SBVD. Zoning at the beach is a primary responsibility of the SBVD. The town Department 

of Public Works (DPW) maintains Seabrook Beach roads.   

The commissioners can talk w/ the town manager & selectmen about things that might help the SBVD 

community.  The SBVD is not responsible for parking at the beach (only the 12 spaces around the 

commissioners building).  

There is an ordinance of no fireworks at the beach.  The commissioners have a good working relationship w/ the 

Seabrook PD & FD (who are responsible for enforcing the ordinance).  

The fixing of Seabrook roads in town is by the director of public works, John Starkey. He and his crew make 

the roads nicer and more pedestrian/bicycle-friendly. 

 

When asking the town for something at the beach, instead of saying how much you pay in taxes (which they 

already know & can get old), take the approach of, "We're members of the town and we'd like some things done 

down at the beach, too." 

 

Vicki M 

Q: Can we notify the state reps to keep SBVD zoning? 

A: (Dick Maguire) - Yes, write to the reps to state that you're not in favor of their bill (or be heard in Concord 

in-person). 

 

Don Hawkins:  Residents will be notified if there is a need to report on the bill to the SBCA. 

Maguire: At the 9-11-17 commissioners meeting.   

 

Doris (Atlantic Ave.) 

Q: Will the bill eventually go to the governor for the last word? 

A: (Hawkins) - Yes, it will. 

 

Phyllis Farfaras (Ocean Blvd.) 

Q: How does it get to the governor's? 

A: (Hawkins) - A number of bills get to the governor's desk. 

 

Theresa Kyle: Don mentioned control and if the change goes through, then that's it - it's done. Remember our 

rep, Jason Janvrin, doesn't support Seabrook Beach. 

 

Bill (Nashua St.) 

Q: Would the bill be addressed in other NH communities such as the Lakes Region? 

A: (Maguire) - No. He tried to take out the entire SBVD in NH, but you can't. So he's trying to take the zoning 

away from the SBCA.  

 

Earl (Ocean Dr.)  

Q: Do you know anything about the sidewalk on Hooksett Street? 

A: (Maguire) None that we know of (it is in the '17 CIP). 



 

Dave (Suncook St.) 

Q: What is the impact of the SBVD not having zoning? 

A: (Hawkins) - Initially, it wouldn't be great, but the worry is about how voters will be influenced in 

town.  We'd lose a certain level of control.   

A citizen's petition can be done for anything (25 signatures). 

 

 

Susan (Ocean Dr.) 

Q: SBCA meetings take place when a lot of people are still in FL. Could you do absentee votes? 

A: (Hawkins) - We're looking into it for the meeting in 2019. It would be a burden to send out absentee ballots, 

so we're deciding if it's worthwhile (if there is interest). 

 

Phyllis (Ocean Blvd.) 

Q: How many people from the SBCA vote for absentee ballot thru the town? 

A: Unsure. 

 

Commissioner Joe Giuffre: In meeting with NH Fish & Game, Starkey can now rake the beach without them. 

And the piping plover fences will be coming down in the near future. The piping plover season should have 

ended 5 weeks ago, but didn't (so a future discussion is needed).  

 

The Scooter Rental and Bayside Market are both doing well.  The Market may be getting a lotto machine by the 

end of next week.   

The precinct building is being used by the commissioners, SBCA, Seabrook Women's' Club and Jan 

Labrecque's painting class.   

This Friday there be a DWI stopping point.   

 

There is a sand dunes workshop Oct. 5 (rain-date is Oct. 12) from 4:30 to 6:30PM to discuss the importance of 

the dunes. The plan will be to go down to the dune garden and then come back to the building for a discussion 

and refreshments.  

 

Giuffre went onto discuss the importance of protecting our zoning.   

 

Linda commented on the importance of our zoning especially since the beach lots are so small.   

 

Joe Giuffre: The joint rental income prevents the SBVD from having an additional tax on the town of Seabrook 

tax bill.   

 

Vicki M 

Q: If there was a SBVD tax, then would the town residents pay that tax, too? 

A: No 

 

Woman comment: The SBVD zoning protects us for having consistency.  

Mike Rurak:  A rule was passed to make sure that a 2nd unit dwelling has 2 parking spaces (making it 



"limited").  

 

Selectman Theresa Kyle: Briefly shared info on how there will be a sand-shift. 

 

Hawkins: There is an open position for a paid secretary on the planning board (for a few hours of time). 

Phyllis Farfaras (Ocean Blvd.) 

Q: Do you need to hire a registered voter for the position? 

A: (Hawkins) - No, b/c it's a paid position.  

 

Phyllis thanked the guest panel and Joe Giuffre cheerfully said, "I want to see this amount of people at the 

commissioners’ meetings!"  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Vickie Sawyer 

SBCA Secretary 

Edited by the Website Manager  

 


