
Seabrook Beach Civic Association 

May 21, 2018      Meeting Minutes 
 

Frank Leone Jr. introduced guest speaker Deputy Fire Chief Lawrence “Koko” Perkins, Firefighter/Paramedic Rich 

Curtis and Firefighter/Advanced EMT Rick Saracy. 
 
Deputy Chief Perkins gave a brief overview of what is happening in the Seabrook Fire Department. 
- the department has the new tower truck in their possession (in Seabrook Beach parking lot for duration of meeting). 

 

-the former Cimmarron Apartments (now called Rockingham Village) donated new LUCAS equipment to the Seabrook Fire 

Department. The LUCAS is designed to help the department personnel assist with giving a patient chest compression in 

tight places such as elevators. Because the LUCAS has more power than even the fittest of firefighters, the LUCAS will 

make it easier to give those in need of CPR more efficient and effective compression (especially on soft surfaces such as 

on a mattress or beach sand). 

 

Firefighter/Paramedic Rich Curtis briefly reviewed the Vial of Life program (an information medication label to affix to 

your refrigerator in case of an emergency) and encouraged those in attendance to take a bottle home w/ them.  

 

Firefighter/Paramedic Rich Curtis and Firefighter/Advanced EMT Rick Saracy demonstrated how to use its newly-donated 

and much-needed equipment, the LUCAS cor automatic CPR machine on dummy Annie (worth over $15,000) to help protect 

the residents of Seabrook. 

 

President Phyllis Farfaras facilitated a Q&A exchange between those in the audience and Seabrook 

Fire  Department Deputy Chief “Koko” Perkins. 

 

Q:  Is there a decreased  risk in cracking a person’s ribs when giving chest compression w/ the LUCAS? 

A:  Ribs don’t typically crack when giving chest compression. The LUCAS gives a better push on the heart to get blood 

pumping. 

 

Q:  Can the LUCAS be used on children? 

A:  Yes, it can be used on almost any person - as long as they are not too small or too big. 

 

Q:  How long have you had the LUCAS? 

A:  1 week - Some of the staff are still training... 

 

Q:  Have you had to use the LUCAS yet? 

A:  No, but we’re ready to when we need to... 

 

Q:  Where else can you use the LUCAS besides inside tight places such as an elevator? 

A:  The beach if someone is drowning or out on a boat.  

 

Q: 

One of the winter storms in particular caused Seabrook Beach residents a hardship 

with regard to the Seabrook Fire Department not being able to readily travel to the beach in case of an emergency. Do you 

care to comment on that? 

A: It was one of the worst winters I’ve seen in my lifetime.  Water made it onto Rt. 286 so it was difficult to get to 

residents in need at the beach. Thankfully, there were no fires during that time. We were very fortunate.  We have been 

talking w/ the Department of Public Works to possibly use one of their ladders to assist residents.  More information can 

be gained by contacting Fire Chief Edwards. 

 

Q:  

Is your comment to say that areas of the Seabrook Beach Village District were not accessible by the Seabrook 



Fire  Department at times?  

A:  Not exactly. 

 

Q:  Tell us about the bonfire as part of the town of Seabrook’s 250th anniversary celebration. How will the bonfire work & 

how will it affect the people?   

A:  It will be at HarborSide Park in August.  It will be controlled. I don’t know the logistics yet.  We will keep an eye on the 

sparks.  If it becomes too much, it will be let down.  Ultimately Fire Chief William Edwards will need to comment on the 

decision as to how safe a bonfire will be once he receives all the appropriate information. He will then confer with the 

Selectmen and the Town Manager. Together a decision will be made about the bonfire. 

 

Comment:  

Back to the Seabrook Fire Department having a difficult time having access to the Seabrook Beach Village District this 

past winter...the town officials should be aware of that and know what the Seabrook Fire Department can do next time.  

 

Q:  

On Wednesday, the 4th of July, will the Seabrook Fire Department have access to the precinct building? 

A:  Yes, we will have a fire truck and ambulance available. We will be out looking for those who are illegally setting off 

fireworks. No fireworks are legal in the Seabrook Beach Village District. Fireworks are legal in other areas of Seabrook 

 

Comment:   

It has been acknowledged by both the Seabrook Fire Department and Seabrook Police Department that there has been a 

substantial increase in over-time regardless of the day of the week that the 4th of July is on. Protection should be in place 

at the Seabrook Beach Village District Precinct Building. 

 

Perkins Response:  The Seabrook Fire Department has been operating on a $300k deficit each year for close to a decade. 

With additional money, the beach coverage can be managed better.  

 

Comment:  

Efforts are being made to get a fire-substation.   

 

Q:  On Mother’s Day, in leaving the beach, there were cars parked along Rt. 286. How can you expect a fire truck 

to get down to the beach? 

A:  I hear you. There’s only so much you can do in the traffic... 

 

 

Those in attendance were invited to go on a “field trip” to tour the new, aerial “tower truck” fire truck parked in the 

parking lot outside the precinct building. However, at the end of the meeting Deputy Chief Koko Perkins received a call 

regarding a fire in Amesbury, thus the 2 firefighter guest speakers needed to take the truck w/ them for coverage. While 

it was disappointing to not have a chance to view the truck "up close" everyone understand and wished them a speedy and 

safe call. 


