
Seabrook Beach Civic Association 

Sep 17, 2018      Meeting Minutes 

 

A SBCA board and public meeting were held on Mon., September 17, 2018 @ 9 & 

10AM, respectively.  

 

Officers and board members in attendance:  

 

Phyllis Farfaras (President), Doris Sweet (Correspondence Secretary), Vickie Sawyer 

(Secretary), Roland Jacques (Treasurer), Peter Volpe Jr. (Membership Secretary), Frank 

Leone Jr. (Seabrook PD & FD Liaison) and Earl Spruce (American Flag Program). 

 

David Ritchie (Beautification) and Susan Spruce (American Flag Program) were not 

present.   

 

The logistics of the election were discussed, which included a letter from Ed David, 

Treasurer-nominee, requesting to have an electronic vote in the event that there was not a 

quorum @ the 10AM election meeting. 

 

Both Phyllis Farfaras and Doris Sweet shared how they each e-mailed the nomination 

committee to express their interest in staying on the board, but their e-mails were not 

acknowledged.  

 

Earl (American Flag Program) - Explained how some flags have already been taken 

down and how the remaining flags will come down earlier than planned (beginning of 

October). The flags will be put back up mid-May. Earl requested $700 for the 

replacement and repairs of the flags, but Phyllis suggested that he present his request 

to the new board.   

 

 

Roland provided the treasury report.  The balance on hand as of August 31, 2018 is 

$3757.72. (See Attachment 1) 

Roland reviewed the agreement terms of the storage unit (the contract expires in Sept. 



and it’s $1103/year (1 month free if pay for the full year up-front).  

The board agreed to pay for 2 months of storage fees until a new shed is purchased and 

installed behind the precinct building.   

 

Frank Leone (SBPD & SBFD Liaison) - Gave report which included an incident which 

resulted in a husband, wife and dog being run over by a neighbor in a truck (the husband 

and dog are deceased) and an upcoming selectmen’s meeting on 9-17 @ the Rec Center 

@ 6PM about implementing a water safety program (lifeguards). (See Attachment 2) 

 

Peter (Membership) - 187 members (192 at the beginning of the election) 

 

Phyllis had requested the bench name plates back from Pat Quinn & Marilyn Hilton, but 

they have yet to produce the plaques (to be put back on their individual sponsored 

benches). 

 

Phyllis requested how there are 73 benches total (32 are sponsored by members and 41 

are sponsored by non-members). Some benches had grass, bird debris, etc., on them and 

it is hoped that people proactively take better care of them in the future. 

 

10AM  

 

Phyllis called the public meeting to order by leading the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Committee chairs shared their reports (see board meeting notes and attachments).  

 

Debbie Tomaszewski, a Seabrook resident, spoke of how her son Matt helped saved 

people’s lives the day of the fatal rip tides.  She then asked for those in attendance to 

support her cause at the selectmen’s meeting to discuss improving water safety at the 

beach. 

 

Phyllis listed items of what membership donations are used for each year.  

 

Ed David (Manchester St.) asked for an update on the SBCA’s storage shed request to the 

commissioners and Roland Jacques chimed in to explain what the board had just voted on 

earlier (only renting the storage unit for 2 months - until we are able to purchase and 



install a new shed). 

 

Linda Volpe (Hudson St.) 

Q: How do benches get paid for? 

A: (Phyllis Farfaras) - Every penny was accounted for when benches were paid for by 

sponsors (parts of the bench and the name plate). 

Q: (LV) Where is the money coming from if something happens to a sponsor's bench?  I 

think some money needs to be put away in case something happens to the benches.  

A: (PF) This board won’t make any decisions, but the new board can discuss the idea of 

having a “kitty fund” for $100/year to use for repairs. 

 

Maureen Hawkins (Atlantic Ave.) recommended seeing how other towns run their bench 

sponsorship programs. 

Ed David (Manchester St.) agreed w/ Phyllis is leaving bench issues for the next board. 

 

Frank Leone (Atlantic Ave.) commented on how the more money the SBCA has in 

donations, the more money they have to improve programming. 

 

Carol Jean Donohue (Bristol Street) commented on how bench sponsors should maintain 

their own benches.  

 

Sue Manzi, Nomination Chair (along w/ Jan Labrecque & Ed David) were capable and 

willing in creating a slate of new board officer nominees.  Sue Manzi initiated the 

election process by asking Membership Secretary Peter Volpe if there was a quorum (he 

responded “yes.”)  Sue asked to record the following nominations:  

President - Vickie Sawyer 

Vice President - Larry Deshler 

Secretary - Judy David 

Treasurer - Ed David 

Membership Secretary - Peter Volpe Jr. 

Sue asked if there were any nominations from the floor (of him/herself or another 

member) for the 5 officer positions - there were none.  She then asked to hear from the 

floor. Ed David made a motion to approve the nominations and Frank Leone Jr. seconded 

it. 

Sue welcomed the new board. She went on to share how she had been a past President 

from 2000-2006. She gave recognition to the founding father, a man named George.  



Sue stated how things have slipped and by-laws have been over-seen, but she hopes that 

her stepping back on the scene as the Nomination Chair, that things will improve. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Vickie Sawyer (SBCA Secretary) 

 

 

 


